Diagnostic tools in male infertility.
This review critically analyses the diagnostic value of conventional semen analysis and sperm function testing. It is clear from the data available that a high quality comprehensive semen assessment is a basic requirement in the diagnosis of the infertile couple. Sperm function testing has given disappointing results and a new generation of sperm function tests is required, which are cost effective, reliable and provide clinically significant information. In the future there will be an increasing use of molecular techniques to diagnose male infertility. Specific attention is given to the role of polymerase chain reaction in the diagnosis of genital infection and Y chromosomal and mitochondrial DNA deletions as examples.